Appl. No. 10/074,532 Atty. Docket No.: 1 1271 3-220 

Resp. dated Mar. 30, 2006 

Resp. to Office Action Dated Dec. 30, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (withdrawn) A cap for use in a connector making a resealable fluid path 
comprising: 

a body defining a fluid flow passage and a disinfectant receptacle; 
a disinfectant maintained within the disinfectant receptacle; and 
a seal disposed within the body that seals the disinfectant between the seal and 
the disinfectant receptacle. 

2. (withdrawn) The cap of Claim 1, wherein the body defines an opening that 
receives a fluid communication member capable of displacing the seal when 
received by the body. 

3. (withdrawn) The cap of Claim 2, wherein the disinfectant disperses between 
an outer wall of the fluid communication member and an inner wall of the 
body when the seal is displaced. 

4. (withdrawn) The cap of Claim 1 , wherein the body defines a plurality of outer 
threads. 

5. (withdrawn) The cap of Claim 4, wherein the outer threads engage a pluraUty 
of mating threads of a shell and enable the shell to translate with respect to the 
body so that the shell causes a sealed end of the body to be pierced. 

6. (withdrawn) The cap of Claim 1 , wherein the body defines a plurality of inner 
threads. 
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7. (withdrawn) The cap of Claim 6, wherein the inner threads engage a plurality 
of mating threads of a fluid communication member and enable the fluid 
communication member to translate with respect to the body so that the fluid 
conununication member causes the seal to be displaced. 



8. (withdrawn) The cap of Claim 1, wherein the seal is moveable. 

9. (withdrawn) The cap of Claim 1 , wherein the body includes a tube portion that 
defines the fluid flow passage and the disinfectant receptacle is disposed about 
the tube portion. 

10. (withdrawn) The cap of Claim 1, wherein a portion of the fluid flow passage is 
sized to house a member that deforms to seal about a tube. 



1 1 . (withdrawn) The cap of Claim 10, wherein the member automatically closes 
when the tube is removed from the member. 

12. (currently amended) A connector for making a resealable fluid path 
comprising: 

a cap defining including threads and a fluid flow passage, the fluid flow 

passage including a sealed end ; 
an amount of a disinfectant sealed within the cap; and 
a shell mnvoahly ongaginp including threads configured to m ate with the 

threads of the cap^-€^ the shell including a fluid communication 

member[[,]]i 

wherein the fluid communication member is capabl e of piercing aconfigured 
to pierce the sealed end of the cap and fluidly communicating to 
establish fluid communication w ith the fluid flow passage when the 
shell is moved with respect to the cap. 

13. (original) The connector of Claim 12, wherein the disinfectant comprises 
povidone iodine. 



Page 3 OF 11 



Appl.No. 10/074,532 

Resp. dated Mar. 30, 2006 

Resp. to Office Action Dated Dec. 30, 2005 



Atty. Docket No.: 112713-220 



14. (original) The connector of Claim 12, which includes a tip protector that abuts 
an end of the shell that opposes the sealed end of the cap. 

15. (original) The connector of Claim 12, wherein the shell attaches to a fluid line 
running to a dialysate container and the cap attaches to a fluid line running to a 
patient. 

16. (original) The connector of Claim 12, wherein the sealed end of the cap 
includes a slit septum. 

17. (original) The connector of Claim 12, which includes an elastomeric seal that 
seals the amount of disinfectant about the fluid flow passage. 

18. (withdrawn) A method for providing a sterile connection of a dialysate line 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a cap that has a passage and maintains a seal that houses a 
disinfectant; 

connecting a first member to a first end of the cap wherein the first member is 
in fluid communication with a first dialysate line; and 

connecting a second member to a second end of the cap so as to displace the 
seal and the disinfectant wherein the second member is in fluid 
conraiunication with a second dialysate line. 

19. (withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8, wherein connecting the first member 
includes moving the first member so as to pierce a sealed end of the cap, 
placing the first member in fluid communication with the second member. 

20. (withdrawn) The method of Claim 19, wherein the sealed end of the cap seals 
about the first member when the first member pierces the sealed end. 
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21. (withdrawn) The method of Claim 19, wherein the sealed end of the cap 
reseals when the first member is removed from the cap. 



22. (withdrawn) The method of Claim 18, wherein mpturing the seal includes 
threading the second member into the cap and exerting pressure on the seal. 

23. (withdrawn) The method of Claim 18, wherein connecting the second member 
includes displacing the disinfectant between the cap and the second member. 

24. (withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8, which includes maintaining the 
disinfectant between the cap and the second member after the seal is 
displaced. 

25. (withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8, which includes removing the first 
member firom the cap such that the sterile connection between the cap and the 
second member is maintained. 

26. (withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 8, which includes removing a tip protector 
and connecting the second member in place of the tip protector. 

27. (withdrawn) A method for providing peritoneal dialysis comprising the steps 
of: 

providing a first member in fluid communication with a dialysate container, a 
second member in fluid communication with a peritoneal cavity of a 
patient, and a cap that has a sealed first end, a second end, a passage 
and maintains a seal that houses a disinfectant; 

connecting the first member to the sealed first end of the cap; 

connecting the second member to the second end of the cap so as to displace 
the seal and the disinfectant and cause the first member to pierce the 
sealed first end of the cap; 

fining the peritoneal cavity with an amount of firesh dialysate fluid; and 

removing the first member and resealing the first end. 
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28. (withdrawn) The method of Claim 27, which includes removing an amount of 
spent dialysate fluid from the peritoneal cavity prior to filUng the peritoneal 
cavity with the fresh dialysate fluid. 

29. (withdrawn) The method of Claim 27, wherein the filling and removing steps 
are performed manually. 

30. (withdrawn) The method of Claim 27, wherein the filling and removing steps 
are performed automatically, 

3 1 . (new) A connector for making a resealable fluid path comprising: 
a cap having first and second ends, the cap including: 

a fluid flow passage defined between the first and second ends; 

a receptacle disposed at the second end, the receptacle sealed to 
include an amount of a disinfectant; and 

a septum disposed at the first end, the septum configured to 
deformably seal the fluid flow passage; 
a shell configured to moveably engage the first end of the cap, the shell 

including a fluid communication member; 
wherein the fluid communication member is configured to deformably engage 

the septum thereby establishing fluid commxmication between the shell 

and the cap. 

32. (new) The connector of Claim 3 1 , wherein the disinfectant comprises 
povidone iodine. 

33 . (new) The connector of Claim 3 1 fiirther comprising: 

a tip protector configured to engage the second end of the cap. 

34. (new) the connector of Claim 33, wherein the tip protector includes an end 
sized to engage the receptacle. 
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35. (new) The connector of Claim 31, wherein the fluid communication member is 
configured to fluidly couple to a dialysate container fluid line. 

36. (new) The connector of Claim 35, wherein the fluid flow passage is 
configured to fluidly couple to a patient fluid line. 

37. (new) The connector of Claim 3 1 , wherein the septum includes a slit. 

38. (new) The connector of Claim 31, wherein the receptacle include an 
elastomeric seal that seals the amount of disinfectant about the fluid flow 
passage. 
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